Litter-Free Events 
With gratitude to Keep Kingsport (TN) Beautiful, the first litter-free events were developed in 1987. The concept has spread across America in efforts to prevent litter at special events and reduce clean up costs and time. Event guests are participants in the fun, realizing that by working together, each individual has a vital role in the whole event. 
Litter-Free Event Team:

The Chairman and team set expectations for the event to be litter-free. Organize planning meetings with event sponsor, Public Works/Sanitation representatives, private waste management company, and vendors. Include “Litter-Free Event” on all publicity. Establish policy for recycling, trash removal, and/or composting. Consider special promotions, such as bright t-shirts, painted receptacles, banners, printed bags, event mascot.  Serve as media spokespersons. 
Property Maintenance:

Provide map of event site with trash receptacles and cleanup areas marked. Assure all vendors have trash container and liners inside work area. Assure adequate number of trash receptacles and recycling containers in area for guests to conveniently use. Assure staff or volunteers keep containers emptied in timely manner. Provide convenient drop-off collection point for recyclables and trash. Provide extra volunteers to collect loose liter and keep assigned area clean throughout the event. 

Event Publicity:

Place Litter-Free Banners at event entrances or highly visible sites. [Note; use StopLitter™ Banner and add copy.] Have emcee, announcer or entertainers make announcements that event is litter-free . . . challenge people to recycle, containerize and leave nothing behind. Keep a fun, positive “We can do this” attitude. Volunteers with bright t-shirts, caps or bandannas welcome guests with litter bags and “thanks for keeping the event litter-free”. 
Event Wrap-up:

Take pictures before and after to use in future promotions. Evaluate logistics, staff/volunteer support and assess litter levels at end of event. Transport recyclables and trash to proper facilities. Send thank-you letters to all sponsors, agency helpers, and volunteers. Keep records to make it easier for next year. 

Special Hints;
At baseball games, have volunteers pass black garbage bags and clear recycling bags down the rows during the seventh inning stretch.

At parades, duct tape heavy liners to telephone poles. Volunteers walk the crowd to collect recyclables. Have a special “trash patrol” at end of parade. 

Sponsor a Litter-Free School Zone with special signage. Students join the Zero and One Club, pledging to produce zero litter and pick up one piece of litter per day. 

Host a Waste-Free Lunch by packaging all foods in reusable containers, cloth napkin and “fingers only” food. Buy items in bulk and serve in small zip, plastic bags for reuse. 
Go a step further . . . host a WASTE-FREE event. Prior planning and contract requirements with all food and drink vendors to use recyclable or compostable materials. Collection is in compostable garbage bags. Special tents are set up for separation and collection of all materials. 
