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For Immediate Release




     
Contact: Edmond McDavis III
From Keep Tennessee Beautiful


                
 Phone: 888-862-5326


              
KTnB First in America to Achieve 100% County Participation in 2007 Great American Cleanup™

Impacts 694,174 Tennessee Residents, 12% of the State’s Population

Nashville, Tenn. (July 24, 2007) - Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) is pleased to announce a major milestone in the effort to Stop Litter™ in Tennessee.  Tennessee is the first state in the nation to achieve 100% participation during this spring’s Great American Cleanup™ (GAC).  Tennessee volunteers from all 95 counties lived up to the state’s moniker by pitching in to clean up unsightly litter.
This is the first time in the history of the Great American Cleanup™ that a state has achieved 100% participation from all of its counties.  The Great American Cleanup™ is sponsored in all 50 states by Keep America Beautiful, Inc™.  GAC is the largest annual community improvement campaign in the nation, held annually March 1-May 31.  It began in 1985, and routinely has mobilized community leaders and volunteers nationwide to take action to improve their local environments.  Last year 2.5 million volunteers participated in 30,000 events in all 50 states.

“Tennessee truly is the volunteer state. I appreciate the many participants across our 95 counties who volunteered to help Tennessee become the first state in history to have all its counties participate in the Great American Cleanup™,” said Governor Phil Bredesen.  “Congratulations to Keep Tennessee Beautiful on obtaining this distinction.”

“This is a great achievement for Tennessee’s litter program,” added Tennessee Department of Transportation Commissioner Gerald Nicely. “Tennessee is a beautiful state and it is up to all of us to keep it clean, by putting litter in its place and reporting those who don’t. Congratulations to all of the volunteers and organizers on achieving this goal.”

KTnB State Leader Edith Heller said she felt both “awed and proud of our beloved Tennessee, The Volunteer State, yet humbled by the dedication of 102 GAC coordinators building local action into a state synergy for America to model.”

The 152,034 volunteers donated time valued at $1.5 million to clean up and beautify over 50,000 acres of Tennessee landscapes.  Volunteers picked up almost five million pounds of litter and collected and recycled 2,052,033 pounds of material.
Results from the 2007 GAC in TN reflect a wide range of improvement activities, ranging from roadside cleanup, dumpsite removals, lake and park restorations, to the removal of graffiti, junked cars and tires.  Beautification was monumental this year with volunteers enhancing their communities by planting 22,440 trees and 47,291 flowers. 

(MORE)

The majority of TN counties tied their annual GAC in TN plans into the new state StopLitter™ Campaign. The Tennessee Department of Transportation’s (TDOT) and KTnB’s StopLitter™ Campaign, an ongoing program in its second year, was heavily featured this year with materials and signage.  
Education is the mission for Keep TN Beautiful, so the 70% increase in GAC Community Education Workshops, reaching 52,866 people, was noteworthy growth for 2007.  A total of 276 awareness events, such as Litter-Free Events, GAC parades and informational booths at local festivals, were attended by 490,271 Tennessee residents. 

“While Keep America Beautiful touches all 50 states through its annual Great American Cleanup, getting full participation from every county in the state of Tennessee is a remarkable achievement,” said G. Raymond Empson, president of Keep America Beautiful.  “Keep America Beautiful’s spirit of volunteerism in action is in full bloom in Tennessee.  This mobilization of volunteers across the state is further demonstration of how our Keep Tennessee Beautiful affiliate is delivering a sense of pride and ownership to all communities across the state, making each community safer, cleaner and more beautiful for all to enjoy.”
Keep TN Beautiful Advisory Council chair, Judge Larry Potter reported “Tennessee has strong state and local government support for community environmental improvement. This 100% milestone of GAC participation illustrates the public movement to action. The Litter Reform Law of 2007 has just been passed. Our dreams of proper environmental ethics and action are coming true.” 

Tennesseans can do their part to Stop Litter by reporting litter bugs to the state.  People who witness littering can call 1-877-8-LITTER or fill out an online report at www.tennessee.gov/tdot/environment/beautification/litter.asp.  The state will send the offending individual information on the negative effects of littering along with a trash bag and portable ash tray. 
Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at The University of Memphis and serves as state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful (KAB).  KTnB programming is sponsored by TDOT.  KTnB serves 25 KAB affiliates and 70 non-affiliates counties throughout the state.  KTnB, KAB, and TDOT wish to thank this year’s national 2007 sponsors for their support which enabled Tennessee and all 95 Tennessee counties to participate, have program materials, awards, prizes, training and promotional assistance.  The national sponsors are: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., Firestone Complete Auto Care™ and Tires Plus™, GLAD ForceFlex® Trash Bags from The Glad Products Company, Pepsi-Cola Company, Sam's Club®, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company, Sparkle® Paper Towels from Georgia-Pacific, Sprint Foundation, Troy-Bilt®, Waste Management, Inc., and the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company. Educational Partners: Rubber Manufacturers Association and ReCellular.

For further information:

www.KTnB.org
www.stoplitter.org
www.KAB.org
www.tdot.state.tn.us         
###
[image: image3.png]Ke@a« WBW



Keep Tennessee Beautiful, University of Memphis

[image: image4.png]GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP’

*x Kk ok

TENNESSEE




976 W. Park Loop, Ste 113, Memphis, Tennessee 38152-4110
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