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Dyer County Wins Troy-Bilt Chipper Vac Machine for Great American Cleanup™ 
This year Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) made history by having participation from all 95 counties within the state during the 2007 Great American Cleanup™ (GAC) in Tennessee.

This is the first time any Keep America Beautiful (KAB) state affiliate has ever achieved 100% participation from all of its counties during GAC.

Dyer County’s contributions helped this achievement become a reality.

They won a Troy-Bilt Chipper Vac Machine for their comprehensive quality programming during the 2007 GAC in Tennessee, in which 371 volunteers from 13 communities gave 1,651 hours of their time to pick up over 12,000 pounds of litter in the county.

Dyersburg City Beautiful Commission Chair and GAC Co-Chair Ellen Moore said, “Dyer County [GAC] Co-Chairs Mayor Richard Hill, Mayor John Holden and I are enormously grateful for Troy-Bilt’s national sponsorship, as it exemplifies their fine organization’s faithful commitment toward recycling and beautification. The City of Dyersburg, Dyer County, and the Dyersburg City Beautiful Commission are tremendously appreciative to receive Troy-Bilt’s Chipper Award for immediate tree branch and leaf recycling into mulch and for future GACs and Dyer County events. 

The Chipper will be a great asset in our dedication toward community improvement. Due to the extraordinary spirit of enthusiasm, volunteerism, and teamwork [during] the GAC in Dyer County, our magnificent community was able to implement beautification events and gather approximately [12,000 pounds of litter].”

The county’s involvement with the 2007 GAC was great from the start, as their GAC Kick-off event was attended and arranged by coordinators, Mayor Holden, Mayor Hill and Moore. The fire department, police department, emergency medical team, and both county and city waste management were also present.
KTnB staff member Howard Cobbs, who was at the kickoff, said, “The attitude of cooperation, commitment and pride in what they were about to do was clearly visible…and the results have clearly shown that their willingness to work together paid dividends.”

Dyer County’s cleanup events included roadside cleanups, 141 miles, shoreline cleanups, nine miles, and park and public land cleanups, 15 miles. Seven educational workshops were also held, which 10,309 people attended.

GAC is the largest annual community improvement campaign in the nation, held annually March 1-May 31. It began in 1985, and routinely has mobilized community leaders and volunteers nationwide to take action to improve their local environments. Last year 2,500,000 volunteers participated in GAC nationwide. Funded by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, KTnB is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis and a state affiliate of KAB. KTnB works with all 95 counties in the state, including 25 local KAB affiliates, to make a cleaner and safer Tennessee. For more information, call KTnB at 888-862-5326 or visit online at www.ktnb.org, www.stoplitter.org, www.kab.org and www.tdot.state.tn.us/.

