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Volunteers Reaping Rewards During 2007 Great American Cleanup™

Memphis, TN (April 16, 2007) -- Keep America Beautiful®’s (KAB) Great American Cleanup™ (GAC), the nation’s largest annual community improvement program, is alive and strong in the state of Tennessee as Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) affiliates continue to hold events. 
KTnB, a state affiliate of KAB, has been leading local efforts for this annual spring clean-up across the state since 1999. KTnB’s goal for 2007 is 100 percent participation from all 95 of Tennessee’s counties during this year’s GAC, a three month event from March 1 through May 31.
Interlocal Solid Waste Authority Director Carol Fulmer of Franklin County said, “So far it’s been really good. We have a couple of large festivals, the International Dogwood Festival and the Franklin County Kiwanis High on the Hog BBQ Cook-off, that coincide with GAC so all of the cities in the county want to have the county cleaned up for those festivals.”

Fulmer said that nearly 500 trees were planted by over 650 volunteers during the Franklin County Cleanup. Volunteers also promoted beautification and went to local schools to educate students.  A poster contest was held at the schools, and the local Wal-Mart put the posters in their store.  Fulmer said the kids also helped with the Franklin County Cleanup.

Other events planned for the second half of GAC include a cleanup of Tim Ford Lake in Franklin County, as well as other beautification projects.  Fulmer also plans to make both the International Dogwood Festival and the Franklin County Kiwanis High on the Hog BBQ Cook-off litter-free events. She will setup a recycling tent and have 200 garbage cans present as well as recycling bins.

Sherry LeCroy, GAC Coordinator for Bledsoe County, has been at the forefront of her county’s GAC efforts.

LeCroy said students from Union University in Jackson, TN, helped with a highway cleanup in which children from First Southern Baptist Church in Bledsoe County picked up 189 bags of trash on a four-mile stretch.

It was the first time that First Southern Baptist, the largest church in Bledsoe County, participated in such a community cleanup event.

She said, “It’s very important for young people to get involved. I think it’s important for them to have stewardship over the Earth.”

Bledsoe County also plans to have other events, such as an Adopt-a-Highway Cleanup and a cleanup of a local cemetery by the local boy scouts, and a highway pickup by the local Lions Club.

Elizabeth Reed, Executive Director of Keep Cocke County Beautiful (KCCB), says their organization has already held several GAC events, such as a litter prevention project in nine elementary schools for phone book recycling, a cleanup of Douglas Lake, public speaking events, ink jet cartridge and cell phone recycling and an innovative litter dinner.

Reed said, “We have a sister committee Remove Illegal Dumpsites (RID), [and] they have been in contact about several areas that are being abused by illegal dumpers. KCCB took on the challenge to have a fundraising dinner to raise funds for the purchase of camouflaged cameras that can be placed in hot spots to try to catch the dumper in the act.  Cost of these cameras is about $500 each, so the litter dinner was held on March 27th.”
Christopher Place, a fine eatery in Cocke County, served as the dinner host thanks to owner/operator Marston Price.  “…with limited seating of only 34, we filled each seat at a donation amount of $50 per person. We were able to have a harpist play at the event and had disposable cameras donated for table favors. Funds raised were enough to cover the purchase of 3 cameras,” Reed said.

Reed and her staff have promoted GAC thoroughly in all areas of their county and will continue to hold events through the May 31 deadline.  “We are constantly looking for ways to encourage the reporting of litterbugs as well as remind people to help Keep Cocke County Beautiful. To promote this we have placed [StopLitter™] Banners that we had improvements made on, we added our local report Litterbug number and our KCCB Log at each of our 10 convenience centers, one recycling center and one landfill. They are awesome. You can’t pull into one of these areas without seeing the message.”

Last year KTnB led 94 of 95 counties to stellar results. Over 148,000 volunteers spent more than 338,000 hours improving the state of Tennessee. This group cleaned over 21,000 miles of roadways and collected over 8 million pounds of litter. Over a million pounds of recyclable materials were also gathered. 

The signature campaign enlists and supports countless volunteers to take greater individual responsibility to clean, beautify, and improve their communities. Activities are planned from coast to coast. More than 2 million volunteers, giving more than 8 million hours, are expected to clean and improve 15,000 communities nationwide during 30,000 events. 
GAC serves as an opportunity for grass roots organizations to shine by showing their support through volunteer events during this time. The Tennessee Department of Transportation’s and KTnB’s StopLitter™ Campaign is an ongoing program to reduce litter in the state. The StopLitter™ Campaign is being heavily featured this year throughout the state during GAC.

For more information on how you can get involved in a GAC in Tennessee event or the StopLitter™ Campaign, please call (888) 862-5326 or visit our websites at www.KTnB.org or www.stoplitter.org.
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(Note: Picture included)

Cutline: Youth pickup trash along a highway as part of a Great American Cleanup Event. The children picked up 189 bags of trash over a four-mile stretch.












