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KTnB Looking to Improve During 2008 Great American Cleanup™
Memphis, TN (April 15, 2008) – The halfway point of the 2008 Great American Cleanup™ (GAC) in Tennessee is here. So far affiliates and nonaffiliates of Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) have been very involved in reaching this year’s goal of increased volunteers with 87 counties already scheduling local events.
KTnB, a state affiliate of KAB, has been leading local efforts for this annual spring clean-up across the state since 1999. KTnB’s goal for 2007 was 100 percent participation from all 95 of Tennessee’s counties during GAC, a three month event from March 1 through May 31. We accomplished that goal. This year KTnB is looking for a repeat performance of the 100% county participation, as well as increasing the number of volunteers and litter cleaned, and recycled.
Keep Roane Beautiful (KRB) Executive Coordinator Wendy Jackson is leading Roane County during GAC for the first time this year.

Jackson said, “We want more volunteers and to increase the amount of waste picked up…Our goal is 250 volunteers,” Jackson said.

Sandy Hammons of Johnson County Tennessee participated in GAC for the first time last year. In 2007 her goal for GAC was “to get something cleaned up.” The Mountain City native lead seven volunteers to a very successful Saturday cleanup last May, in which two tons of trash, furniture, tires and motor oil were cleaned from the Pine Crest Street area. She also cleaned up several illegal dumps with prisoners, and went to local middle schools to educate kids about litter. This year she has better equipment, as well as more people to help her. So far she’s had 25 volunteers help her with her events, more than doubling her volunteer numbers at the midway point of the 2007 GAC.
Elizabeth Reed, executive director of Keep Cocke County Beautiful, is increasing her volunteers by utilizing Cocke County’s youth.

“[We are increasing our participation] by including the youth, who are sometimes undervalued. When given the chance they will passionately and consistently exceed your expectations,” Reed said. “What we do now we will reap the benefits in 10 years. I have great expectations for our future.”

In Coffee County, Janet Galyen is making sure GAC goes smoothly by scheduling numerous cleanups and educational events to get her community excited about being a helpful part of this year’s GAC.

The Keep Coffee County Beautiful (KCCB) director said, “[This year we plan to] better utilize our partnership with Tullahoma and Manchester Public Works, both of which share common goals with KCCB in terms of roadside litter prevention and pickup,” Galyen said. “We also want to better our use of prisoner labor, and put more emphasis on addressing the issue of graffiti.”

The Boy Scouts of Troop #72 who are part of the West Tennessee Area Council of Boy Scouts, Bedford Forrest District, headed up a major cleanup at the Patsy Cline Memorial in Camden on March 1st as part of the GAC Kickoff in Benton County. 

This historic site is where country music stars Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas, Hawkshaw Hawkins and pilot Randy Hughes tragically lost their lives in a plane crash on March 5, 1963. It is marked by a stone monument located just outside of Camden, Tennessee. Eleven troop members, along with leaders, parents and friends, took rakes and Glad Trash bags to clean the trails and areas around the Memorial.

With such a good turnout for this first event, Benton County GAC Coordinator Karen Holdridge was very excited about this year’s Great American Cleanup as they complete several other GAC events until the end of May.

Last year Tennessee became the first state in the nation to achieve 100% county participation during GAC. KTnB led all 95 Tennessee counties to record setting results. In 2007, 152,034 volunteers spent more than 286,310 hours, valued at $1.5 million, towards improving the state of Tennessee. This group cleaned over 50,000 acres of Tennessee landscapes and collected nearly 5 million pounds of litter and debris. Over 2 million pounds of recyclable materials were also gathered and recycled. 
The 2008 GAC National Sponsors are: American Honda Motor Co., Inc., The Dow Chemical Company, Firestone Complete Auto Care™ and Tires Plus™, GLAD® ForceFlex Trash Bags, Pepsi-Cola Company, Sam’s Club®, The Scotts Miracle-Gro Company, Sprint Foundation, Troy-Bilt® Lawn and Garden Equipment, Waste Management, Inc. and the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company. Educational Partners: ReCellular, Inc. and Rubber Manufacturers Association.
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GAC serves as an opportunity for grass roots organizations to shine by showing their support through volunteer events during this time. The Tennessee Department of Transportation’s and KTnB’s StopLitter™ Campaign is an ongoing program to reduce litter in the state. The StopLitter™ Campaign is being heavily featured this year throughout the state during GAC.

Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis, and state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc.  Funded by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, KTnB is the volunteer state’s agency working with all counties, including 25 local KAB affiliates, to make a cleaner, safer Tennessee. For more information on how you can get involved in a GAC in Tennessee event or the StopLitter™ Campaign, please call (888) 862-5326 or visit our websites at www.KTnB.org or www.stoplitter.org
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(Note: Picture included)

Cutline: Volunteers pull a shopping cart out of a creek during a Great American Cleanup Event. 

