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Tennessee Volunteers Achieve Perfection Again
100% County Participation Reached by KTnB for Third Straight Year; 
Over a Million Participants for Second Straight Year
Memphis, Tenn. (August 11, 2009) – Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) is fast becoming the national standard of success for Great American Cleanup™ (GAC), Keep America Beautiful’s (KAB) annual spring event, after another remarkable campaign in 2009.
For the third straight year KTnB has achieved 100% county participation during GAC. KTnB was the first in America with 100% participation and also had over a million participants during GAC for the second straight year, which is another first.

“The national success of the Great American Cleanup™ has been achieved at the grassroots, through widespread involvement of communities and their residents at the local level,” said Matthew M. McKenna, president and CEO of Keep America Beautiful, Inc. “By achieving 100% county participation for three consecutive years, Keep Tennessee Beautiful stands out as a national example of leadership in supporting individual efforts to make communities cleaner, greener, and better.”
Tennessee had 1,093,835 participants and attendees at 706 awareness events, a 265% increase from 2008. Over four million pounds of litter and debris was collected by volunteers, and nearly two million pounds of material collected and recycled. This included 1,926 junk cars and 6,296 tires collected, as over 179 illegal dumpsites were cleaned.
Beautification was once again a key component for the “volunteer state”, as 45,054 trees were planted, a 69% increase, and 141,396 plants and flowers planted, which was a 37% spike.

The 2009 GAC was highlighted by the May 14th Spotlight Event in Nashville where over 800 Tennessee volunteers met at the Bicentennial Mall to plant trees and flowers, pick up litter, paint out graffiti, and learn about “greening”. In addition to these cleanup projects, the event also featured educational exhibits and a “Green Starts Here” rally and ceremony that was attended by several state and local officials as well as nearly 450 Nashville elementary school students.
KTnB State Leader Edith Heller said, “It was awesome to see so many Tennessee volunteers working together on a rainy day in downtown Nashville. Their environmental work in their home counties embraced the state capital projects. On behalf of all the state dignitaries, we thank the volunteers, the students, the planners, the gardeners and the sponsors.”

-more-
GAC, sponsored in all 50 states by KAB, is the largest annual community improvement campaign in the nation, held annually March 1-May 31. It began in 1985, and routinely has mobilized community leaders and volunteers nationwide to take action to improve their local environments. Last year an estimated three million volunteers participated in all 50 states, donating nearly seven million hours to clean, beautify and improve more than 17,000 communities during more than 30,000 events.
About Keep Tennessee Beautiful
Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis, and state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc.  Funded by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, KTnB is the volunteer state’s agency working with all counties, including 25 local KAB affiliates, to make a cleaner, safer Tennessee. For more information on how you can get involved in a Tennessee GAC event, please call (888) 862-5326 or visit our website at www.ktnb.org.

About Keep America Beautiful, Inc.
Keep America Beautiful, Inc., established in 1953, is the nation’s largest volunteer-based community action and education organization. This national nonprofit forms public-private partnerships and programs that engage individuals to take greater responsibility for improving their community environments. The Great American Cleanup™ is one of its many programs that encourage people to care for communities through volunteer participation. For more information, visit www.kab.org.  
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 (Note: Picture included) Cutline: Tennessee volunteers enhance a flower bed/median at an entry way to a park. A total of 141,396 plants and flowers were planted during the Great American Cleanup in Tennessee this year, a 37% increase from 2008.
