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Nashville Needs Support of TN for KAB National Spotlight Event on May 14th
Memphis, TN (April 22, 2009) - The 2009 Great America Cleanup™ (GAC) in Tennessee is halfway over, but still there is a lot of volunteer work to do.
Successful Keep America Beautiful national spotlight events for 2009 have been held in Waveland, Miss., and New York, N.Y. Tennessee will host the third spotlight event in Nashville on Thursday, May 14th. Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) and Metro Nashville Beautification and Environment Commission are looking to recruit 1,000 volunteers from all 95 counties in Tennessee to demonstrate the “Volunteer State” moniker in action, which will once again coincide with KTnB’s goal of achieving 100 percent participation during GAC for the third year in a row.

The goal of the May 14th event is to educate, as well as clean and improve areas of the Nashville community surrounding the Bicentennial Mall.
Volunteers will be sent to Historic Cheatham Place Housing to plant trees and flowers, remove graffiti and improve the playground. A cleanup will take place along the Cumberland River banks. The outside walls of the North Branch Library, a Carnegie Library completed in 1915, will be washed, and then painted, and landscaped with Encore Azaleas. New plantings, along the Morgan Park extension of the new Downtown Greenway, will be added. Landscaping and enhancements are planned for the Metro Action Commission/Headstart Building and the Buena Vista Enhanced Option School. Workers will join together to show their creativity by painting a mural at Jefferson Street. These are some of twelve venues to unite Tennessee volunteers from all over the state. Nashville Mayor Karl F. Dean said, “My goal is to make Nashville the greenest city in the Southeast.”

Waves of volunteers will be sent out at 8 a.m. and 1 p.m. Kickoff Nashville will include “Green Starts Here” education showcase along the north mall area from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. will include over 25 booths. The National Spotlight Celebration will be held at 11 a.m., highlighted by welcomes from Dean and Tennessee Governor Phil Bredesen. The Tennessee roll call will feature 95 county signs for volunteers to rally around. The volunteers will be treated to an outdoor lunch and musical entertainment among the “Green Starts Here” showcase. 
KTnB is asking you to join us for this monumental event that honors each Tennessee resident who helps make Tennessee the “Volunteer State” each year. For more information and to register, call the Metro Nashville Beautification and Environment Commission (615)-862-8418 or visit them online at www.nashville.gov.beautification.
-more-
While waiting for the big May 14th event, Tennessee has been hard at work since March holding other GAC activities. Keep Morristown Hamblen Beautiful Education Coordinator Kelli Arwood helped hold a household hazardous waste event in March. She was pleased with the “wonderful turnout”, which kept her volunteers busy all day. Arwood said, “We have had numerous residents in the county request this event [in the past] and were in need of disposal of hazardous materials…There were 210 households to dispose of their hazardous material properly. [A] few residents came back more than once to drop off.” 

Claiborne County GAC Coordinator Erlinda McMeel of Claiborne County directed 135 volunteers from four communities to gather 7.8 tons of trash from 85 miles of roadsides and 25 miles of shorelines on March 21. McMeel also arranged two general awareness events on the 21st, which 175 people attended.
Fayette County GAC Coordinator Latisha King has also had some success in 2009. So far King has held two projects during the month of April, including a beautification project at the Somerville Fayette County Library April 4th and an education event for Earth Day with 16 vendors giving away information on recycling, organic gardening and soil conservation. King said the focus of the event was having “everything natural, and Earth friendly.” King added, “I got involved with GAC as a 4-H Agent, looking for ways for my kids to get involved in volunteering.” The third year GAC Coordinator has plans to hold several more beautification, as well as litter pickups before GAC ends on May 31st.
About Keep Tennessee Beautiful
Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis, and state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc.  Funded by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, KTnB is the volunteer state’s agency working with all counties, including 25 local KAB affiliates, to make a cleaner, safer Tennessee. For more information on how you can get involved in a Tennessee GAC event, please call (888) 862-5326 or visit our website at www.ktnb.org.

About Keep America Beautiful, Inc.
Keep America Beautiful, Inc., established in 1953, is the nation’s largest volunteer-based community action and education organization. This national nonprofit forms public-private partnerships and programs that engage individuals to take greater responsibility for improving their community environments. The Great American Cleanup™ is one of its many programs that encourage people to care for communities through volunteer participation. For more information, visit www.kab.org.  
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