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Tennessee Great American Cleanup™ Thinks Small

Memphis, TN (April 18, 2005) – Keep America Beautiful’s Great American Cleanup™ (GAC) is at the halfway point for 2005.  And Keep Tennessee Beautiful is once again setting the pace with 91 of the state’s 95 counties already signed up to participate in this year’s big event.  If your county is not involved, there is still time to join in the cleanup.  You don’t want to be left on the outside of America’s largest cleanup effort, especially since this time things are even bigger.  With the slogan “No Butts About It…This Is Litter, Too” we have added a new Cigarette Litter Prevention Program (CLPP) to the mix of cleanups, beautification, and recycling.  

Cigarette litter represents over 20% of the litter collected in many community cleanup initiatives.  Littered cigarette butts introduce a product to our environment which breaks down very slowly and is not completely degradable.  The filters contain cellulose acetate in the form of a fiber that looks like cotton thread.  In some cases, these fibers don’t break down or degrade in the environment for years.  Since cigarette litter is lightweight and little, it is easily carried in rain runoff to our waterways.  Because of its size, manual cigarette litter cleanup is very difficult as part of actual cost of regular maintenance and cleanup.  The answer, as always, is that prevention is much better than cleanup.

What can you do to prevent cigarette litter?  There are several answers.  First, use a portable ashtray in your car, carry a pocket ashtray or use ash receptacles when smoking outside.  Do not throw butts out car windows.  Be aware of local litter ordinances.  Ultimately, the most important contribution to successful cigarette litter abatement will be made by individuals who smoke.  Each smoker must accept personal responsibility.  Businesses, corporations, governments, and community leaders will support behavior changes with increased placement of ash receptacles as well as distribution of pocket and portable ashtrays, while others may challenge adult smokers not to litter by enforcing anti-littering ordinances.  

Please remember that Cigarette Butts Are Litter, Too!  It’s up to all of us, especially smokers, to eliminate the problems of all kinds of littering, including cigarettes.  This year’s Great American Cleanup™ will only be a success if you participate.  To find out more about the Tennessee GAC, call 1-888-862-5326 or visit Keep Tennessee Beautiful’s website at www.KTnB.org.  Help Keep Tennessee Beautiful keep the Volunteer State clean and beautiful by becoming part of this important effort.
Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis, and state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc.   Funded by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, KTnB is the volunteer state’s agency working with all counties, including 25 local KAB affiliates, to make a cleaner, safer Tennessee.  
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