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Twenty Five Years of History Celebrated at TDOT/KTnB 2009 Biennial State Conference

Memphis, TN (February 17, 2009) – History was observed February 12 and 13 at the Marriott Nashville Airport Hotel, as 25 years of improving the state of Tennessee was recognized and applauded by state wide residents at the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT)/Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) 2009 Biennial State Conference.
The theme of the conference was “Twenty Five Years of Improving the World Around Us”, as speakers reflected on the history of KTnB and also looked toward the future of the nonprofit organization. 
KTnB State Leader Edith Heller kicked off the event February 12 by revealing a historical video, Voices of Change, to attendees. The video featured the words of Heller, The Honorable Judge Larry E. Potter, Virginia “Happy” Birdsong and Russell Brecheen Jr, and showed a visual timeline of important events from KTnB’s inception in 1983 to the present.
That evening, TDOT Commissioner Gerald F. Nicely was on hand to present Awards of Excellence plaques and $40,000 in grant checks to the 24 winners from around the state, honoring the environmental achievements and legacies of people and organizations who work to improve their community’s appearance through public education programs. 
The conference featured several noteworthy speakers, including: Keep America Beautiful (KAB) President Matt McKenna, KTnB State Leader Edith Heller, The Honorable Judge Larry E. Potter, Washington County Sheriff Office’s Major Gary Bradley, KAB Jim and Sue Smith, TDOT’s Shawn Bible and Pam Monjar, Meridian, MS Mayor John Robert Smith, The Tombras Group’s Steve Castle, Keep Nebraska Beautiful’s Jane Polson, Frazier Communications CEO Randy Frazier, and Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association’s Steven Bargatze. The speakers covered a wide range of topics, dealing with issues such as technology, beautification, waste free events and the new Tennessee litter law.
McKenna announced that Nashville would be one of three U.S. cities spotlighted during the 2009 Great American Cleanup™.  Mayor Karl F. Dean of Metro Nashville invited all 95 counties to participate in the May 14th event.

By conference’s end, all were refreshed and ready to begin working on new history for KTnB. Bargatze, a magician with 26 years of experience, closed out the event with magic tricks as everyone laughed and enjoyed a waste-free lunch. With spirits renewed, all left inspired to create a cleaner and greener Tennessee.
-more-

KTnB is a department of Extended Programs at The University of Memphis and serves as state affiliate of KAB. KTnB is sponsored by a grant from TDOT.  KTnB serves 25 KAB affiliates and 70 non-affiliate counties throughout the state. For more information about KTnB visit www.ktnb.org.
The greenest programs in the state were recognized during the 25th Anniversary KTnB Banquet and 2009 Awards of Excellence Ceremony. TDOT Commissioner Gerald F. Nicely, along with Environmental Court Judge Larry E. Potter and KAB President Matt McKenna, presented Awards of Excellence Plaques and $40,000 in grant checks to the winners listed below, signifying them as the best practitioners of green programming:

Public Education

Adults


Memphis City Beautiful Commission 







Business


Thermocopy, Knoxville








Government

Town of Halls 

Media


Keep Bristol Beautiful 





 



Schools K-8

Metro Beautification & Environment Commission-Recycling Education Station 


Schools 9-12

JTEKT Automotive Tennessee – Vonore Company: School Recycling Initiative 


High Education

U.T. Martin Recycles!

Leadership

Community Volunteer




Bill Fortenberry, Kingsport, TN

Community Group




First United Methodist Church, Dyersburg, TN

Martin Kennedy Outstanding Litter Grant Administrator
Faye Dalton, Fentress County Solid Waste

Martin Kennedy Outstanding KAB Coordinator
Eldra White, Memphis City Beautiful Commission

Public Participation

Most Improved GAC


Fentress County Solid Waste

Most innovative GAC


Keep Knoxville Beautiful-Waste Free Sundown Events

Most Comprehensive GAC

Keep Williamson Beautiful

Adopt-A-Highway Small Group

McEwen Church of Christ

Adopt-A-Highway Large Group

Cocke County Navy JROTC Unit

TDOT County Litter Grant Program

Litter Grant Program Class I

Morgan County Litter Grant Program   





Litter Grant Program Class II

Benton County Litter Grant Program   





Litter Grant Program Class III

Washington County Litter Grant Program  
      




Litter Grant Program Class IV

Hamilton County Litter Grant Program

TN Keep America Beautiful Affiliates
Keep America Beautiful affiliate

Keep Bristol Beautiful






Pop: 40,000 & Under












Keep America Beautiful affiliate

Keep Morristown/Hamblen Beautiful



Pop: 40,000 to 60,000


Keep America Beautiful affiliate

Keep Greene Beautiful






Pop: 60,000 to 100,000




Keep America Beautiful affiliate

Memphis City Beautiful Commission 




Pop: 100,000 & Above
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Keep Tennessee Beautiful, University of Memphis
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976 W. Park Loop, Ste 113, Memphis, Tennessee 38152-4110

888-862-5326   (901) 678-4101   Fax (901) 678-4924
www.KTnB.org
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