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KTnB Closes out 2009 by Receiving Honors at 56th KAB National Conference 

Memphis, TN (December 10, 2009) – Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) displayed once more to the nation, as well as their peers, why it is regarded as one of the best Keep America Beautiful (KAB) state affiliates at the KAB 2009 National Conference in Washington D.C. during December 1-4, 2009.
KTnB won a total of 33 awards for the second year in a row for its 2009 achievements. KTnB Chief of Staff Gordon Wilson said, “It’s always great to be congratulated by your peers.  But this year was special. We had to do well in Edith’s honor.”  (Edith Heller recently retired after 26 years as KTnB’s State Leader.) 
The list of awards includes a first place Rogers Award for statewide television commercial (KTnB), a third place Rogers Award for statewide radio commercials (KTnB) and a third place Rogers Award for local television commercial (Keep Kingsport Beautiful); a Great American Cleanup (GAC) Award for 100% Participation during the 2009 GAC (KTnB is one of only three states to win this and the only state to do so three times in a row), and a GAC Award for Outstanding Sponsor Support (Keep Williamson Beautiful: one of only 13 affiliates out of over 600 to win this); a State Affiliate Recognition Award for KTnB, Diamond Level, (one of only six states to win this); a State Affiliate Special Recognition Award for GAC Kickoff Event in Nashville for KTnB (one of only two states to receive this honor), GAC Kickoff Event, Nashville for Metro Beautification and Environment Commission (only municipality to win this); a U.S. State Department of Transportation Partnership Award for the Tennessee Department of Transportation (one of only 7 states to win this); and President Circle Recognition Awards for KTnB and 23 affiliates. 
Affiliates who received President Circle Recognition Awards include Keep Anderson County Beautiful, Keep Blount Beautiful, Keep Bristol Beautiful, Chattanooga/Hamilton County/Scenic Cities Beautiful Commission, Cleveland/Bradley KAB System Inc., Keep Cocke County Beautiful, Keep Coffee County Beautiful, Keep Greene Beautiful, Keep Jackson Beautiful, Keep Johnson City Beautiful, Keep Kingsport Beautiful, Keep Knoxville Beautiful, Inc., Keep Lincoln County Beautiful, Inc., Keep Maury County Beautiful, Keep McMinn Beautiful, Memphis City Beautiful Commission, Metro (Nashville) Beautification & Environment Commission, Monroe County Beautiful, Inc., Keep Morristown/Hamblen Beautiful, Inc., Keep Sevier Beautiful, Inc., Keep Tipton County Beautiful, Keep Union County Beautiful, Keep Williamson Beautiful, and KTnB.
KTnB continues to be a trendsetter for other state KAB programs to follow. In 2009 a total of 192,657 volunteers participated in events, 27,177 people attended educational workshops, and 1,338,502 residents attended litter-free events. This resulted in an economic impact of $11,234,023.

KTnB did more than just win awards at the conference. Plenty of time was spent in workshops and breakout sessions designed to further train attendees on various subjects such as the economic value of recycling, how organizations can work with elected officials and how media influences behavior. 

KTnB has plenty of goals to achieve in 2010, as it looks to start of the next decade with a bang. As stated earlier, KTnB is the only state to achieve 100% participation during the GAC for the past three years. This means that KTnB is now up to bat with the bases loaded, ready to hit a grand slam by bringing in 100% participation during the 2010 GAC in Tennessee for the fourth year in a row.

To be a part of this historic event KTnB will need all Tennessee residents to do their part by volunteering for GAC during March 1-May 31, 2010.
“Keep Tennessee Beautiful looks forward to having more success in 2010. Winning awards is always great, but we know that the true value of what we do is in the volunteers. We encourage all to help us achieve monumental records next year,” Wilson said.

Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis, and state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc. Funded by the Tennessee Department of Transportation, KTnB is the volunteer state’s agency working with all counties, including 24 local KAB affiliates, to educate and rally Tennesseans to take personal responsibility for improving their community environment. For more information on how you can get involved in a Tennessee GAC event, please call (888) 862-5326 or visit our website at www.ktnb.org.
Related web sources:

www.kab.org
---

Cutline for attached photo: Keep America Beautiful (KAB) President Matt McKenna (far left) presents Keep Tennessee Beautiful staff members Stine Cooperwood, Gordon Wilson, Howard Cobbs and Pamela Willingham one of the 33 awards they received at the 2009 KAB National Conference which was held Dec. 1-4, 2009, in Washington D.C. at the Omni Shoreham Hotel.
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976 W. Park Loop, Ste 113, Memphis, Tennessee 38152-4110
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