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Keep Tennessee Beautiful Awarded for Successful 2007 Campaign
Tennessee Brings Home 32 National Awards

Memphis, TN (December 14, 2007) – Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) capped off a successful year by bringing home 32 awards from the 54th  Keep America Beautiful (KAB) National Conference, which took place Dec. 5-8 in Washington, D.C.  This recognition is high praise for Tennessee’s continuing efforts to educate the public and involve citizens in litter prevention, beautification, waste reduction and community enhancement.

KTnB won the Great American Cleanup™ (GAC) Best Promotion award. They achieved 100% county participation during the 2007 three month annual event. Tennessee became the first state in the history of KAB to achieve this noteworthy feat.

Keep Kingsport Beautiful, received the GAC Honda Award for highest number of volunteers per capita to participate during the 2007 GAC. They received a $4000 check for their efforts.
The State Affiliate Recognition Award/Diamond Level was received by KTnB for the seventh time for successful initiation of guidelines and offering support to local affiliates, and a State Innovation Award for passage of the new Tennessee Litter Law, which encourages stricter, yet easier, law enforcement concerning litter. Under the new litter law, less than five pounds of litter will be punished by a $50 fine, while larger fines are reserved for larger amounts, which should in turn encourage more enforcement. Offenders can simply mail in their fine, rather than having to go to court. Citizens can report litter offenders to the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) hotline, 1-877-8Litter.
A Rogers Award was received for statewide radio promotion of the StopLitter™ campaign, now in its second year. The public service announcements were highly utilized by 91% of the state’s radio stations during GAC. The ongoing program was heavily featured with grassroots materials and signage. You can visit www.stoplitter.org for more information.

The Tennessee Department of Transportation won a Keep America Beautiful/U.S. State Department of Transportation Partner Award for its support of Keep Tennessee Beautiful and local affiliates.  

Once again, KTnB and all 24 of its active state affiliates were recognized as President’s Circle Award winners for maintaining and upholding KAB’s affiliate standards and requirements.  Winners include Keep Blount Beautiful, Keep Bristol Beautiful, Chattanooga/Hamilton County/Scenic Cities Beautiful Commission, Cleveland/Bradley KAB System Inc., Keep Cocke County Beautiful, Keep Coffee County Beautiful, Keep Gallatin Beautiful, Keep Greene Beautiful, Keep Jackson Beautiful, Keep Kingsport Beautiful, Keep Knoxville Beautiful, Inc., Keep Lincoln County Beautiful, Inc., Keep Maury County Beautiful, Keep McMinn Beautiful, Memphis City Beautiful Commission, Metro (Nashville) Beautification & Environment Commission, Monroe County Beautiful, Inc., Keep Morristown/Hamblen Beautiful, Inc., Keep Roane Beautiful, Inc., Keep Sevier Beautiful, Inc., Keep Tipton County Beautiful, Keep Union County Beautiful, Keep Washington County Beautiful, Keep Williamson Beautiful, and Keep Tennessee Beautiful.
Keep Knoxville Beautiful, Inc. also won a National Waste Reduction Award.

The KTnB program continues to set the pace for other state KAB programs to follow. For the year KTnB reached 26% of the state’s population. A total of 257,524 volunteers participated in events, 253,091 people attended educational workshops, and 984,202 residents attended litter-free events. This resulted in an economic impact of $7,922,433.

KTnB is a department of Extended Programs at The University of Memphis and serves as state affiliate of KAB. KTnB programming is sponsored by TDOT.  KTnB serves 25 KAB affiliates and 70 non-affiliate counties throughout the state. For more information visit www.ktnb.org  
