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For Immediate Release




       Contact: Diana Fedinec

From Keep Tennessee Beautiful


        901-678-2551 or 888-862-5326

E-mail: dfedinec@memphis.edu
TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION & KEEP TENNESSEE BEAUTIFUL HOST 2005 BIENNIAL STATE CONFERENCE  
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Memphis, TN ( February 18, 2005)  –   Community pride and image were the focus of the Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) 2005 Biennial State Conference held February 10-11 at the Hotel Preston in Nashville.  More than 200 program participants from across the state attended the “First and Lasting Impressions” Conference offering strategies to educate Tennesseans about litter prevention, beautification and waste reduction.


Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) Commissioner Gerald F. Nicely (photograph at right) was on hand to recognize 20 outstanding winners with Awards of Excellence plaques and grant checks.  He honored the environmental achievements and legacies of people and organizations in Tennessee to improve their community’s appearance through public education programs.  Appreciation was further extended across the globe as TN Great American Cleanup™ award winner Major Charles R. Southerland of the US Army, who is currently serving in Iraq, made a live satellite call to the conference. Keynote speaker was Edward H. Cole, TDOT Chief of Environment and Planning, who presented on the Department’s long-range plans for Tennessee.  

Other speakers included:  TDOT Highway Beautification Office (HBO) Coordinator Shawn Bible and Administrator Rod Boehm; Dr. Kevin Coyle, President, National Environmental Education and Training Foundation; Sue Smith, Keep America 
Beautiful (KAB) Education and Training Director; Jim Howe, Director of the Central & Western New York Chapters of The Nature Conservancy; Steven Bender, Senior Garden Writer for Southern Living; Sarah Visser, Program Coordinator for Keep Georgia Beautiful; Carrie Sussman, KAB Program Director; Genette Patton, Coordinator of Keep Bristol Beautiful; Kate Krebs, Executive Director of the National Recycling Coalition; Fred Weinhold of Greenman Technologies; and Bryson James of Wastaway Services, LLC & Composite Products of America, LLC.  The distinguished list of speakers provided training and information on topics ranging from education and community development to specialty-cycling and building social capital.  



A special plenary session unveiled the national roll out of KAB’s Cigarette Litter Prevention Program.  After 3 years of pilot research and testing, KAB launched the national campaign designed to educate people to take action against America’s number one littered item – cigarette butts, filters, matches and packaging.  

Participants could also learn and laugh while attending two entertaining and inspiring events:  a production of The Wartville Wizard, a favorite litter message book adaptable for all audiences and communities; and a Waste Free Lunch with Stephen Bargatze, acclaimed magician and motivational speaker.  Attendees rekindled their enthusiasm to enhance the beauty and environment of Tennessee, and to bring home a sustainable plan to create a first and lasting impression of a cleaner and greener state.

KTnB is a department of Extended Programs at the University of Memphis and state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc. KTnB programming is sponsored by the Tennessee Department of Transportation.  For more information, visit our website at www.KTnB.org, or call 888-862-5326 to get involved.
Tennessee Department of Transportation/Keep Tennessee Beautiful

2005 Awards of Excellence Winners
CATEGORY


WINNER
Programs Directed to:

Adults




Memphis City Beautiful Commission

Business



Tennessee Koyo Steering Systems Co

Government



Rhea County 4-H

Media




Keep Knoxville Beautiful

Schools K-8



Keep Blount Beautiful

Schools 9-12



Lawrence Co. Solid Waste Recycling

Higher Education


Keep Knoxville Beautiful

Tennessee Great American Cleanup™

Most Improved


Scenic Cities Beautiful Commission

Most Innovative


Morristown/Hamblen KAB System

Most Comprehensive


Keep Knoxville Beautiful

Leadership

Community Volunteer

June Brollier, Dover, TN

Community Group


Recycle Rutherford

Community Group, 2nd Place

Dyer Co.  Association of Tennessee Master Gardeners
Community Group, 2nd Place

Forked Deer Herb Society

Adopt-A-Highway


Boy Scout Troop 458, Ashland City, TN

Litter Grant Program, Class I

Fentress Co.  Solid Waste Program

Litter Grant Program, Class II
Humphreys Co. Litter Program

Litter Grant Program, Class III  
Greene Co. Litter Grant Program

Keep America Beautiful System
Keep Union County Beautiful

Population 35,000 and Under

Keep America Beautiful System
Keep Kingsport Beautiful

Population 35,001 to 50,000

Keep America Beautiful System
Keep Greene Beautiful

Population 50,001 to 85,000

Keep America Beautiful System
Keep Blount Beautiful

Population 85,001 and Above






