[image: image1.png]AFFILIATE





FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



Contact: Gordon Wilson









Phone: 888-862-5326










901-678-4101








Email: gwilson2@memphis.edu
VOLUNTEERS AGAIN MAKE THE GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™ IN TENNESSEE A SUCCESS!
Memphis, TN (July 14, 2006) – The Tennessee Great American Cleanup™ (GAC) was once again a big success during 2006.  Almost 150,000 volunteers contributed more than 300,000 hours of their time to cleanup and beautify the state.   The Great American Cleanup™ is the largest annual community improvement campaign in the nation, held between March 1st and May 31st each year.  Since 1985 the event has mobilized community leaders and volunteers nationwide to take action to improve their local environments.  Ninety-four of Tennessee’s ninety-five counties (99%) took part in GAC activities ranging from litter pick-ups and landscaping projects to clothes recycling and education workshops.   The value of the free labor amounts to almost $2 million.

Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) gratefully thanks the GAC coordinators who improved 1,012 communities by holding 1,708 events. “With more than 8 million pounds of litter collected and almost 400,000 pounds of clothes recycled, this was another great year for Tennessee’s Great American Cleanup,” said Keep Tennessee Beautiful’s State Leader Edith Heller.  “Recycling of clothes showed a big push, with Morristown/Hamblen’s KAB taking the lead with their ‘Sack Pack Days.’ Working with Goodwill Industries, they had school children bring in sacks of clothes for collection.  The winning class got a pizza party.  Plastics and aluminum also showed an increase with more than 36,000 pounds of aluminum and 121,400 pounds of plastics being gathered for reuse.”  Thanks to Sam’s Club’s plastic recycling program, there was a marked increase in this area.  Two TNKABS, Memphis City Beautiful and Keep Kingsport Beautiful, took part in this new program. 

The 2006 Summary Results reflect a wide range of activities including cleaning up dumpsites, removing graffiti, planting 53,149 trees and seedlings and 66,881 flowers, and holding more than 600 education workshops for 67,619 people (an increase of 62% over 2005.)  The vast majority of participation was in Keep America Beautiful affiliate communities (Blount, Bradley, Cocke, Coffee, Davidson, Lincoln, Greene, Hamblen, Hamilton, Knox, Loudon, Maury, McMinn, Monroe, Roane, Sevier, Tipton, Union, Washington, and Williamson counties and the cities of Bristol, Gallatin, Jackson, Kingsport, and Memphis).  Non-affiliate Scott County won a Troy-Bilt Chipper Vac Machine for their comprehensive quality programming, with 500 volunteers putting in 8,000 hours of work. 

Some of the most unusual items found during cleanups include a full body mannequin, a headless statue, and a size 4 dress form.  Also found were a car radiator, fender, gas tanks, and an air tank. 

Someone even lost their false teeth.

Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at The University of Memphis and a state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc.   KTnB programming is sponsored by the Tennessee Department of Transportation.  KTnB and KAB also thank this year’s national sponsors for their support:  Pepsi-Cola Company, Glad ForceFlex Trash Bags, Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company, Honda, Waste Management, Inc., Scotts, Firestone Auto Care, Troy-Bilt , Sparkle, Sam’s Clubs, and Rubber Manufacturers Association.  For more information, visit KTnB’s website, www.ktnb.org, or KAB’s website, www.kab.org. 
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