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VOLUNTEERS DONATE MORE THAN 400,000 HOURS DURING TENNESSEE GREAT AMERICAN CLEANUP™

Memphis, TN (August 17, 2005) – The Tennessee Great American Cleanup™ (GAC) was once again a big success during 2005.  Almost 170,000 volunteers contributed more than 400,000 hours of their time to cleanup and beautify the state.   The Great American Cleanup™ is the largest annual community improvement campaign in the nation, held between March 1st and May 31st each year.  Since 1985 the event has mobilized community leaders and volunteers nationwide to take action to improve their local environments.  Ninety-four of Tennessee’s ninety-five counties (99%) took part in GAC activities ranging from litter pick-ups and landscaping projects to clothes recycling and education workshops.   The value of the free labor amounts to more than $2 million.
Keep Tennessee Beautiful (KTnB) gratefully thanks the GAC coordinators who improved 1,351 communities (an increase of almost 300 over 2004) by holding 2,821 events (703 more than last year) in their efforts during 2005.  “With almost 1,700 tons of litter collected and 480 junk cars removed, this was another banner year for Tennessee’s Great American Cleanup,” said Keep Tennessee Beautiful’s State Leader Edith Heller.  “Recycling also showed an increase with almost 50,000 pounds of aluminum and more than a million pounds of paper being gathered for reuse.”
The 2005 Summary Results reflect a wide range of activities including cleaning up dumpsites, removing graffiti, planting 15,021 trees and 90,112 flowers, and holding more than 500 education workshops for 41,804 people.  The vast majority of participation was in Keep America Beautiful affiliate communities (Blount, Bradley, Bristol, Cocke, Coffee, Davidson, Lincoln, Greene, Hamblen, Hamilton, Knox, Loudon, Maury, McMinn, Monroe, Roane, Sevier, Tipton, Union, Washington, and Williamson counties and the cities of Gallatin, Jackson, Kingsport, and Memphis).  The 70 non-affiliate counties showed a 30% increase in events over 2004.  Henry County and Robertson County both won a Troy-Bilt Chipper Vac Machine for comprehensive quality programming.

Keep Tennessee Beautiful is a department of Extended Programs at The University of Memphis and a state affiliate of Keep America Beautiful, Inc.   KTnB programming is sponsored by the Tennessee Department of Transportation.  KTnB and KAB also thank this year’s national sponsors for their support:  Pepsi-Cola Company, Glad ForceFlex Trash Bags, Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company, Honda, Waste Management, Inc., Cingular Wireless, Scotts, Firestone Auto Care, Troy-Bilt by MTD, Sparkle, and Rubber Manufacturers Association.  For more information, visit KTnB’s website, www.ktnb.org, or KAB’s website, www.kab.org. 
##
NOTE: ATTACHMENT OF TNGAC SUMMARY RESULTS      

